
The Sacraments & I. The Nature of Baptism  Name: ________________________________  

The Sacraments 

Q236—What is a Sacrament? A sacrament is a _________________ ___________ 

 A) ________________ by God, 

 B) in which God Himself has ______________ His ____________ of promise to a visible 

 _____________________, 

 C) and by which He offers, gives, and seals the _____________ of sins earned by Christ. 

Note: the word sacrament comes to us from the Latin Bible, where it translates the Greek 

word _________________. At first this word described all the saving truths of the faith, such as 

the Trinity, the incarnation, the redemption, the church. Later it was narrowed down to our 

present sense.  

Q237—How many such sacraments are there? By this definition there are ______________ 

sacraments: _______________________ and the ___________________________________. 

Note: Sometimes Holy _____________________ is counted as a third sacrament, even though it 

has no divinely instituted visible element (Large Catechism IV 74; Apology XIII 4) 

Q238—Why are we to treasure the sacraments, when water, bread, and wine are such com-

mon elements? “The Sacraments and all outward things that God ordains and institutes 

should not be considered according to the coarse, outward _____________, the way we look 

at a nutshell. But we respect them because ________________________________ is included in 

them” (Large Catechism IV 19). 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism—I. The Nature of Baptism 

What is baptism? Baptism is not just ____________________________, but it is the water included 

in God’s ___________________ and combined with God’s ________________.  

Which is that word of God? Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” [Matthew 28:19] 

Which is that word of God? 

 - ____________________________ – Jesus instituted this sacred act 

 - _________– Pastors, but all Christians in ______________________.  

 - Make _______________________ – make followers of Christ 

 - All _______________ – _________________ and ______________________ 

 - Baptizing – _________________ water/Word for ________________________ 

 - _______________________ – continued ________________________ in Word for _________. 



Q239—What does the word baptize mean? Baptize means to __________________ water by 

immersing, washing, pouring, and the like.  

Note: to baptize with the Holy Spirit means to “______________________” the Spirit.  

Q240—What is so special about the water of Baptism? “It is nothing other than a ___________ 

water. Not that the water in itself is nobler than other water, but that God’s Word and    

command are ________________ to it” (Large Catechism IV 14). 

Q241—Who instituted Holy Baptism? ________________ Himself instituted Baptism, for our Lord 

Jesus Christ commanded His ____________________ to baptize all nations.  

Q242 – What does it mean to baptize “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit”? It means that in Baptism, God, the _____________________, _________________ me 

into communion or _________________________ with Himself.  

Q243—Who is to baptize? Normally the called _________________ of Christ are to baptize, but 

in cases of _________________ and when no pastor is available, all Christians should baptize.  

Q244—Who is to Be baptized? “All nations” are to be baptized, that is, all _________________, 

___________ and ____________.  

Q245—What distinction is to be made in baptizing?  

 A) Those who can receive _____________________ are to be baptized ____________ they 

 have been instructed in the main articles of the Christian faith.  

 B) Little ___________________ should be baptized when they are ___________________ to 

 Baptism by those who have __________________ over them. 

Q246—Why are babies to be baptized? Babies are to be baptized because 

 A) they are ____________________ in the words “______________________”; 

 B) Jesus especially __________________ little children to come to Him;  

 C) as ___________________, babies need what Baptism offers;  

 D) babies also are able to have ________________.  

Q247—Why does the church encourage the use of sponsors at Baptisms? Sponsors 

__________________________ that those who receive this sacrament have been 

_____________________ baptized. They also ____________ for them and in the case of children, 

help with their Christian ________________________, especially if they should ____________ their 

parents. Only those of the __________________ confession of faith should be sponsors.   


